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GREENFIELD CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, January 12

th
, 2021 

Greenfield Department of Planning and Development 

Online Through Zoom 

Greenfield MA 01301 

 

The meeting was called to order by John Griffin at 6:31 PM with the following members: 
 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: John Griffin 

Rachel Lindsay 
Erika LaForme 

Fletcher Harrington 

Travis Drury 
 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  None 
 

ALSO PRESENT:  Cassie Tragert (Agent) 

 Michael Nelson (Fairground President) 
 Manuel Diaz Gonzales (NRCS) 

 Jim Lyons (NRCS) 

 Daniel Tighe (NRCS) 
 Gilbert Crafts (286 Plain Road) 

 Amy Crafts (286 Plain Road) 

 

Note on Meeting Access in light of COVID-19 State of Emergency: 
 

Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open 
Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitation on 

the number of people that may gather in one place, this meeting of the Greenfield Conservation 
Commission will be conducted via remote participation to the greatest extent possible. Specific 
information and the general guidelines for remote participation by members of the public and/or 
parties with a right and/or requirement to attend this meeting can be found below. No in-person 

attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but every effort will be made to ensure that the 
public can adequately access the proceedings in real time, via technological means. In the event that 
we are unable to do so, despite best efforts, we will post on the City of Greenfield website an audio or 
video recording, transcript, or other comprehensive record of proceedings as soon as possible after 

the meeting. 
 

Should any technical interruption to the meeting occur and the meeting is suddenly ended, it will not 
be resumed and all items will be automatically continued to the next scheduled meeting date. Contact 

the Conservation Agent for more information 
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6:33 PM  Administrative Matters: Approval of Meeting Minutes  from 12/8/2020     

 

Motion made by Erika LaForme to approve the meeting minutes from December 8
th

, 2020 as written. 

Motion seconded by Rachel Lindsay. 

No further discussion – 5-0-0 – Motion Carries 

 

6:35 PM Public Meetings/Hearings                                                                                                                                                                          

 Public Hearing: Notice of Intent: Slope Stability at Rear Linwood Street associated with Franklin 

County Fairgrounds; (Map: 33, Lot: 16C) DEP File # Not Yet Obtained. 
 

      Agent Tragert presented an overview of the project’s current status in the permitting process on behalf of 

the applicant. DEP File Number has not been issued for this project yet due to comments received from the 

Circuit Rider during preliminary review which had significant implications for the project. The first issue was 

that the drainage pipe terminated within the mapped Bordering Vegetated Wetland which is a violation under 

the Wetlands Protection Act and stormwater standards. The second issue was that disturbance exceeded 5,000 

square feet requiring additional permitting with the Army Corps of Engineers and under the Massachusetts 

Environmental Protection Act which would be a financial barrier to the applicant.  

      Manuel Diaz Gonzales of NRCS explained that the project has since been revised to reduce the amount of 

disturbance to be under 3,000 square feet of disturbance by employing the use of an extended boom excavator 

which will allow work to be completed from the top of the slope, no longer requiring as much access through 

jurisdictional areas. They may still need to some access through the wetlands but that is in further discussion 

with the contractor. As for the drainage pipe termination location, this is more difficult to relocate and so is still 

undergoing calculations to determine feasibility. The project is pursuing further review by DEP to see what 

options may be available. He also highlighted the importance of finding a solution to protect the properties 

below as well as find a lasting solution to secure the slope from further erosion. 

     Commissioner Lindsay asked if the feasibility of some bioengineering techniques had been considered such 

as a living wall system of geotextiles and vegetation to repair the slope in place of riprap. Gonzales explained 

that option had been explored, but it was determined that the velocities of the flow due to the steepness of the 

slope are up to 20 feet per second, while they typically like to only utilize these methods when within the range 

of 8 feet per second. The project is trying to propose the use of plantings along with rip rap to instead try to 

decrease velocities. Commissioner Lindsay explained that she is familiar with other projects with similarly 

steep slopes which appear to have used bioengineering techniques such as a retaining wall along the 

Connecticut River in Springfield. Gonzales noted as a federal agency NRCS designs can sometimes have more 

intensive design requirement standards that must be met that bioengineering may not be able to achieve, but 

they will be in discussion with the engineering to team to further explore the feasibility of using bioengineering 

techniques. 

     Commission Griffin noted that without the DEP File Number, the hearing cannot be closed and asked the 

applicant that since they are waiting for more information from the Circuit Rider as well as further review of the 

project design if they would like to request a continuance. Michael Nelson agreed and requested the 

continuance. 
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      Commissioner Lindsay also noted that a Certifictae of Compliance for the original Order of Conditions will 

need to be obtained as well before any new Order of Conditions can be issued by the Commission for this 

property. Agent Tragert explained that the applicant is aware and that had not yet been pursued because the 

feasibility of this proposal had unexpectedly become very questionable and they are waiting to see what path 

forward can be found before disposing with that original Order.  

Motion made by Fletcher Harrington to continue the hearing to the January 26
th

, 2021 meeting. 

Motion seconded by Rachel Lindsay. 

No further discussion – 5-0-0 – Motion Carries 

 

6:36 PM  Enforcement Updates & Other Business         

 Enforcement updates 

o 286 Plain Road (Map R34-10) – unauthorized construction within Riverfront Area. 

 Agent Tragert explained that the property owner had applied for a Building Permit for a 12 foot 

x 14 foot addition to their existing home and during her review she determined that the proposed 

work would be within the 200ft Riverfront Area associated with Punch Brook. Upon conducting 

a site visit, it was determined that the work which involved ground disturbance for the 

foundation had already been completed and thus a violation had occurred. The applicant ceased 

work and has come to the meeting to determine a plan for remediation. It was the Agents 

recommendation that the Commission allow her to issue the Building Permit as long as an 

Enforcement Order is issued directing the property owner to either complete invasive plant 

management or convert an area of lawn to native wetland plant species in an area equal to that 

which was disturbed. This determination was made by her based on the fact that this is first 

offense, the forthcoming and cooperative response of the property owner, and the relatively 

minimal area of disturbance being originally an unvegetated patio. It was also suggested that 

another site visit be conducted in the spring to determine what exact remediation would be 

appropriate.  
 

Motion made by Rachel Lindsay to issue an Enforcement Order for 286 Plain Road. 

Motion seconded by Erika LaForme. 

No further discussion – 5-0-0 – Motion Carries 
 

o 21 Spring Terrace (Map 65-9) – unauthorized construction within Riverfront Area. 

 Agent Tragert gave an explanation of the violation in that the existing driveway had been 

expanded in width without review by the Commission. The area of the disturbance is within the 

200ft Riverfront Area associated with the Graves Brook as well as 100ft Buffer Zone and the 

Agent recommends that a letter be issued to the property owner to attempt to establish 

compliance before an Enforcement Order is issued. A draft of the letter was reviewed and the 

wording discussed. The Agent also noted that there was no Building Permit associated with this 

violation and it was reported by a neighbor so the property owner has not yet been contacted and 

other permits with other departments may be necessary. Commissioner Drury noted that it 

appears an Excavation/Trench Permit is required from DPW for work of this nature. 

Commissioner Lindsay noted that she has worked at the property previously a number of years 
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ago and that the projection by MassOLIVER GIS tool for wetlands are very conservative 

compared to her on-the-ground observations. The Commission determined that the letter should 

be issued and the property owner should be requested to attend the next meeting.  

o 637 Colrain Road (Map R35-7) – unauthorized filling of wetlands. 

 No updates. 

o Old Wedgewood Gardens - Kimball Drive (Map 48-24) – unauthorized fill of Riverfront Area. 

 No updates. 

o 8 Conway Drive (Map 49-24) – unauthorized fill of Riverfront Area. 

 No updates. 
 

 Forest Cutting Plan for Country Club Road. 

o No wetlands within plan, no comments to be submitted. 

 RDA for 1-91 Herbicide Application update. 

o Awaiting rescheduling of site visit. 

 

7:20 PM Project Monitoring & Site Visit Scheduling        

 List of active Order of Conditions and updates. 

o 195 Mill Brook Road – Solar Project. 

 No updates.  

o 739 Bernardston Road – Center School.  

 Site visit conducted on 12/16/2020. Issue with movement of fill within main crossing. 

Commission determined ok to use crushed stone from on site as fill. 

o 125 Mohawk Trail – Hotel Construction. 

 Possible request for Extension of issued Order of Conditions to be submitted. Commission 

noted deadlines may not apply due to pandemic. 

o 60 James Street – Single-family home.  

 Site visit conducted on 12/8/2020. 

o Wisdom Way/River Street/Mill Street Intersection (DEP #: 168-0338, Exp. 10/27/2023) – Roadway 

improvements. 

 Notification of ENF with MEPA, Agent Tragert plans to attend to provide any questions on the 

issued Order of Conditions.  

 
 Set Next Meeting Date: Tuesday, January 26

th
, 2021          

 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:11 PM 

Motion made by John Griffin to adjourn at 8:11 PM 

Motion seconded by Erika LaForme 

No further discussion – 5-0-0 – Motion Carries 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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